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The day on which it took place being considered
by the Asliantees as favourable to enterprises, was
on that account anticipated by us, so that we were
enabled to prepare for the action in time. About
eight o'clock in the morning, our scouts brought
intelligence that the enemy were already in motion,
and the English drums immediately spoke with
their fine martial music to our troops, who formed
their lines with promptitude, stretching about four
miles from E. to w. The variety of costumes,
and flags of different nations, exhibited by the
European lines, including the native allies, pre-
sented a very picturesque and imposing appear-
ance, and invested the scene with a peculiar and
inspiring interest. For several days previous to
the battle, a dispute was maintained between the
King of Akimboo, the King of Dunkara, and the
Queen of Akim, * as to who should have the honour

* This extraordinary woman, who displayed unexampled energy
throughout the whole of this war, was about five feet three inches in
height, and was distinguished by an almost infantine character of
face, and a voice low and soft as the tones of a flute. It was thought
that she habituated herself to that style of speaking to conceal herreally
masculine nature, and to interest her audience. Her voice, notwith-
standing its sweet inflections, was broken, or " cracked," as singers
term it, a circumstance occasioned, perhaps, by the constant use she
made of it, for slie was not a little remarkable for that volubility which
a rude jest attributes to her sex in general. She was a very success-
ful beggar, too, amongst the rest of her accomplishments, for muni-
tion and strong drink. Just before the battle of Dodowah com-
menced, she passed along the ranks, encouraging her people with an